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ACTION INK- 10 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 AE-10 MMS-03 SS-20 ABE-01 A-01 PER-05 

RSC-01 DRC-01 /053W 

023217 

R021625ZNOV 73 
PM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5404 

CONPIDENTIAL KINSHASA 9435 

STADIS///////////////////// 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OGEN, CG, PINR 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REDUCTION IN DAO KINSHASA 

REF: (A) KINSHASA A-111, MAY 17, 1972 

(B) KINSHASA 8902, OCT 15, 1773 

(C) STATE 213481, OCT 30, 1973 

FIDO NOT TAKE THE POSITION THAT THE NUMBER OP AMERICANS 
PRESENTLY ASSIGNED IN ZAIRE IS NECESSARILY THE PERSONNEL 
STRENGTH REQUIRED TO CARRY OUT OUR MISSUON HERE. IN LINE 
WITH THIS, I DO NOT OBJECT TO ANY REDUCTIONS DIA AND DAO 
CONSIDER PEASIBLE WHICH WOULD STILL ENABLE DAO TO ACHIEVE 
ITS ASSIGNED TASKS. ON THE OTHER HAND, POSITIONS CRITICAL 
TO THE OPERATIONS OF THE MISSION SHOULD CONTINUE TO BESPILLED. 
SINCE THE RECOMMENDATION IN A-1 1 1 OF MAY 17, 1972 WA DRAFTED, 
TWO PUNDAMENTAL DEVELOPMENTS HAVE OCCURRED WHICHSMUST BE 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT: 

(A) THE ZAMISH C-123 AIRCRAPT AND ITS CREW (SIX MILITARY 
PERSONNEL) HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN THEREBY REDUCING ENTIRE 
MISSION TO DEPENDENCE ON DAO U-21 AIRCRAFT. (I AM CERTAIN 
DEPT APPRECIATES ESSENTIALITY OP CONTINOUS AVAILABILITY 
THIS REMAINING AIRCRAPT GIVEN VASTNESS OF ZAIRE, UNRELIABILITY 
OP COMMERCIAL AIR TRANSPORT AND IMPOSSIBILITY OP SURPACE 
TRANSPORT).; 
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KB) THE NUMBER OE DAO PERSONNEL HAS BEEN REDUCED EROM 
TEN TO EIGHT. 

2. AGAINST ABOVE BACKGROUND, IE DIA AND DEPT WISH TO 
MAKE EURTHER REDUCTIONS IN DAO STRENGTH.STHIS IS ACCEPTABLE 
TO ME PROVIDED THAT WE CONTINUE TO HAVE THREE PILOTS AND 
ONE MECHANIC QUALIFIED EOR THE U-21. IN KINSHASA 8902 I 
SUGGESTED POSSIBLITY OE REPLACING PRESENT DATT IN JUNE 
1974 WITH A DATT WHO QUALIFIED PILOT U-21. THIS WOULD 
PERMIT REETEL'S PLAN OP TRANSPER BY ATTRITION OP ASST. 

ARMA PILOT. HOWEVER, FUTURE REPLACEMENTS EOR AIR ATTACHE 
AND ASST ARMA WOULD, AS AT PRESENT, HAVE TO BE U-21 
PILOTS. 

3. 1 RECOGNIZE THAT EMBASSY HAS ALREADY CONCURRED IN 
ASSIGNMENT OP COLONEL ROBERT MARSHALL GROW AS REPLACEMENT 
D 

PBR DATT AND HE PRESUMABLY HAS BEGUN TRAINING EOR ZAIRE. 
HOWEVER, BASED ON MY PROPESSIONAL EXPERIENCE WITH THIS 
KIND OF TRAINING, I DOUBT IF SELECTION OF A PILOT AT 
THIS PO NT IN TIME WITH SOME REDUCTION IN TRAINING WILL 
SUBSTANTIVELY AFPECT DAO OPERATIONS HERE. I WOULD, OP 
COURSE, WELCOME ANY ALTERNATIVE WHICH WOULD SOLVE PROBLEM 
OUTLINED IN KINSHASA 8902. 

VANCE 
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